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Electrical Testing Intervals
The following information is provided for guidance on the requirements for testing and tagging of electrical equipment in general use as well as on construction and demolition sites. The information is extracted from the relevant Australian Standard - AS/NZS 3760:2010 - In-service safety inspection and testing of electrical equipment 

Extract from - AS 3760:2010 - In-service safety inspection and testing of electrical equipment
1.2 GENERAL
Equipment needs to be subject to regular inspection and testing to detect obvious damage, wear or other conditions which might render it unsafe. Equipment shall not be dismantled to perform inspection and testing, nor tested to destruction. 
1.2.1 New equipment
1.2.1.1
In Australia, when the equipment is new, the supplier is deemed responsible for its initial electrical safety. New equipment need not be tested but shall be examined for obvious damage.
Where deemed compliant the owner or responsible person shall ensure it is tagged in accordance with 2.4.2.1. 
“In Australia, equipment that is new and entering into service for the first time but not tested and tagged shall have a tag applied that includes the following information:
(i) Wording, “new to service”
(ii) Date of entry to service
(iii) Date when next test is due
(iv) Statement, “This appliance has not been tested in accordance with AS/NZS 3760”.
1.2.2 In-service equipment
Equipment already in-service shall be inspected and tested in accordance with SECTION 2.
1.2.3 Fixed or stationary equipment
Fixed equipment or stationary equipment connected by flexible cable or flexible cord:
(a) That is not flexed in normal use nor exposed to damage nor is in a hostile environment, does not normally constitute a hazard sufficient to warrant routine in-service electrical safety testing. Accordingly, the testing of such equipment is not required by this Standard;
(b) Where the flexible cable or flexible cord is flexed on equipment which is moved only for restocking, maintenance or, cleaning, for example, in-service testing is required.
1.4.4 Competent person
A competent person is one who the responsible person ensures has the necessary practical and theoretical skills, acquired through training, qualification, experience or a combination of these, to correctly undertake the required tasks.
1.4.12 Hostile environment
One in which the equipment or appliance is normally subject to events or operating conditions likely to result in damage to the equipment or a reduction in its expected life span. This includes, but is not limited to mechanical damage, exposure to moisture, heat, vibration, corrosive chemicals, and dust.
1.4.19 Responsible person
The responsible person shall be considered as:
(a) The owner of the premises; or
(b) The owner of the electrical equipment; or
(c) A person who has a legal responsibility for the safety of electrical equipment within the scope of this Standard

SECTION 2 – INSPECTION AND TESTS
2 GENERAL
Experience has shown that greater than 90 % of defects are detectable by visual inspection. Therefore, equipment shall be visually inspected, physically checked and tested in accordance with this section.
The frequency of repetition of that process is determined by the equipment type and by examination of the environment in which the equipment is used or working.
For indicative purposes a number of environments are shown in column (a) of Table 4. These are based on the perception of the level of hazard and the degree of abuse to which the equipment is typically exposed.
However, there will usually be multiple sub-environments within any location and the inspecting/testing frequency will be arrived at by an assessment by the responsible person, of the actual environment in which the equipment is placed or used.

2.1 FREQUENCY OF INSPECTION AND TESTS
Electrical equipment shall be inspected and tested:
(a) At intervals indicated in Table 4 (subject to a tolerance of two weeks), or as varied by a responsible person based on a risk assessment;
NOTE –
(1) Regulatory authorities, other Standards, workplace safety requirements or manufacturers’ instructions may specify shorter or longer intervals appropriate to particular industries or specific types of equipment.
(2) Some regulatory jurisdictions limit the inspection and testing of electrical equipment to defined work activity or working environments. For example construction work or equipment used in a hostile operating environment.
(b) On return to service after a repair or servicing, that could have affected the electrical safety of the equipment. AS/NZS 5762 may apply;
(c) Before placement in service, if sourced from a second-hand sale, to ensure the equipment is safe. AS/NZS 5761 shall apply.
To allow the flexibility to devise a customized solution for particular circumstances, organizations with sufficient expertise and resource may substitute other periods than those indicated in Table 4, after conducting a documented risk assessment, undertaken in accordance with the
process specified in AS/NZS ISO 31000, and taking into consideration any relevant legislative requirements or guidelines.
This risk assessment option does not apply to equipment offered for hire.
NOTE – This exclusion has been made as the hirer has no control over the end use of the equipment and therefore a valid risk assessment cannot be conducted by the hirer.
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	Equipment including Class I equipment, Class II equipment, cord sets, cord extension sets and EDOD’s (b)
	Residual Current Devices (RCD’s)

	
	
	Push Button test by user
	Operating time and push button test

	
	
	Portable (c)
	Fixed (d)
	Portable (c)
	Fixed (d)

	1. Factories, workshops, places of work or repair manufacturing, assembly, maintenance, or fabrication
	6 Months
	Daily, or before each use
	6 Months
	12 Months
	12 Months

	2. Environment where the equipment or supply flexible cord is subject to flexing in normal use OR is open to abuse OR is in a hostile environment
	12 Months
	3 Months
	6 Months
	12 Months
	12 Months

	3. Environment where the equipment or supply cord is NOT subject to flexing in normal use and is NOT open to abuse and is NOT in a hostile environment
	5 Years
	3 Months
	6 Months
	2 Years
	2 Years

	4. Residential type areas of hotels, residential institutions such as motels, boarding houses, halls, hostels, accommodation, houses and the like
	2 Years
	6 Months
	6 Months
	2 Years
	2 Years

	5. Equipment used for commercial cleaning
	6 Months
	Daily, or before each use
	NA
	6 Months
	NA

	6. Hire Equipment
	Inspection
	Prior to hire
	Including push button test by hirer prior to hire
	NA
	NA

	
	Test and Tag
	3 Months
	NA
	3 Months
	12 Months

	7. Repaired, serviced and second hand equipment
	After repair or service which could affect electrical safety, or on a reintroduction to service, refer to AS/NZS 5762



Table 4 - Indicative Testing and Inspection Intervals for Electrical Equipment
(CAUTION – This information must be read in conjunction with AS/NZS 3760:2010 as a whole, and particularly Clause 2.1)
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